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Bernoulli 11(3), 2005, 471-509

Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov
processes and Cramer’s condition

VICTOR RIVERO

Laboratoire de Probabilités et Modéles Aléatoires, Université Pierre et Marie Curie, 175, rue du
Chevaleret, F-75013 Paris, France. E—mail: rivero@ccr.jussieu.fr

Let £ be a real-valued Lévy process that satisfies Cramér’s condition, and X a self-similar Markov
process associated with £ via Lamperti’s transformation. In this case, X has 0 as a trap and satisfies
the assumptions set out by Vuolle-Apiala. We deduce from the latter that there exists a unique
excursion measure n, compatible with the semigroup of X and such that n(Xo, > 0) = 0. Here, we
give a precise description of n via its associated entrance law. To this end, we construct a self-similar
process X", which can be viewed as X conditioned never to hit 0, and then we construct n similarly
to the way in which the Brownian excursion measure is constructed via the law of a Bessel(3) process.
An alternative description of n is given by specifying the law of the excursion process conditioned to
have a given length. We establish some duality relations from which we determine the image under
time reversal of n.

Keywords: description of excursion measures; Lévy processes; self-similar Markov process; weak
duality

1. Introduction

Let X = (X,, t =0) be a strong Markov process with values in [0, oo[ and, for x =0,
denote by P, its law starting from x. Assume that X possesses the following scaling
property: there exists some a > 0 such that

the law of (cX.-1/e, t = 0) under P, is P, €))

for any x = 0 and ¢ > 0. Such processes were introduced by Lamperti (1972) under the name
of semi-stable processes; nowadays they are called a-self-similar Markov processes. We refer
to Embrechts and Maejima (2002) for a recent account of self-similar processes.

Lamperti established that for each fixed a > 0, there exists a one-to-one correspondence
between a-self-similar Markov processes on [0, oo[ and real-valued Lévy processes which
we now sketch. Let (D, D) be the space of cadlag paths  : [0, co[ — ] — 00, oo[ endowed
with the o-algebra generated by the coordinate maps and the natural filtration (D}, t = 0),
satisfying the usual conditions of right continuity and completeness. Let P be a probability
measure on D’ such that under P the coordinate process & is a Lévy process. Throughout
out this paper we will refer to this process as the unkilled Lévy process. Let P be the law
of the Lévy process £ which is obtained by killing £ at a rate k = 0, that is, & is killed at
an independent exponential time € with parameter k. We denote by C the lifetime of &, and
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472 V. Rivero

(Dy, t = 0) its filtration. If k=0 we assume furthermore that & drifts to —oo, i.e.
lim;_,,&s = —oo, P—almost surely. Set, for ¢ = 0,

(t) = inf{s >0, r exp{&,/a}dr > t},
0

with the usual convention that inf{@} = oco. For an arbitrary x > 0, let P, be the distribution
on Dt = {w : [0, oo[ — [0, oo[; cadlag}, of the time-transformed process

X = xexp(&y-1/a))s t=0,

where the above quantity is assumed to be 0 when 7(tx~'/%) = co. We define P as the law
of the process identical to 0. Classical results on time transformation yield that under
(P, x = 0) the process X is Markovian with respect to the filtration (G, = Dy, t = 0).
Furthermore, X has scaling property (1). Thus, X is a self-similar Markov process on [0, oo[
having 0 as a trap or absorbing point. Conversely, any self-similar Markov process that has 0
as a trap can be constructed in this way (Lamperti 1972).

Let Ty be the first hitting time of 0 for X, that is,

To=inf{t>0: X, =0or X, =0}.

It should be clear that the distribution of 7 under P, is the same as that of x'/*I under
P, with I the so-called Lévy exponential functional associated with & and @, that is,

e
1= j exp{&,/a}ds. @

0

If k > 0, or if k = 0 and & drifts to —oo, we have that < oo, P-a.s. As a consequence, we
have that if k > 0 then

PuXp->0,T) <o0)=1, for all x > 0,
whereas if k = 0 and & drifts to —oo,
P(Xg- =0, Tp <o0)=1, for all x > 0.
Denote by P, and ¥, respectively the semigroup and resolvent for the process X killed at
time Ty, say (X, To),
Pifx) =E(f(X)), t<To), x>0,

Vof(x) = J:oe—qu, f(odt, x>0,

for non-negative or bounded measurable functions f. It is customary to refer to (X, Tp) as
the minimal process.

Given that the preceding construction enables us to describe the behaviour of the self-
similar Markov process X until the first time it hits 0, Lamperti (1972) raised the following
question: what are the self-similar Markov processes X on [0, oo[ which behave like
(X, To) up to the time Ty? Lamperti solved this problem in the case where the minimal
process is a Brownian motion killed at 0. Then Vuolle-Apiala (1994) tackled this problem
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 473

using excursion theory for Markov processes and assuming that the following hypotheses
hold: there exists k > 0 such that

(Hla) the limit

_-T,
fim 20 =€)
x—0 xk

exists and is strictly positive, and
(H1b) the limit

qf (x)

x—>0 x*
exists for all f € Ck]0, oo[ and is strictly positive for some such functions,

with Ck]0, oo[ = {f : R — R, continuous and with compact support on ]0, co[}. The main
result of Vuolle-Apiala (1994) is the existence of a unique entrance law (n,, s > 0) such that

limngB¢ =0,
s—0
for every neighourhood B of 0 and

(o.¢]
j e ’nglds = 1.
0

This entrance law is determined by its g-potential via the formula

00
~en, fds = lim — 2/

L eI E =T e Ty
for f € Ck]O0, oo[. Then, using the results of Blumenthal (1983), Vuolle-Apiala proved that
associated with the entrance law (ny, s > 0) there exists a unique recurrent Markov process
X having scaling property (1) which is an extension of the minimal process (X, To), hence,

X killed at time Ty is equivalent to (X, Ty) and 0 is a recurrent regular state for X, that is,
PX(T0<OO):19 Vx>0, PO(T():O): 1;

with P the law on D* of X. Furthermore, the results of Blumenthal (1983) ensure that there
exists a unique excursion measure, say n, on (D%, G,,) compatible with the semigroup P,
such that its associated entrance law is (ng, s > 0); the property lim;_on;B° = 0, for any B-
neighourhood of 0, is equivalent to n(Xo4 > 0) = 0, that is, the process leaves 0 continuously
under n. Then the excursion measure n is the unique excursion measure having the properties
n(Xoy > 0) =0 and n(1 — e~7) = 1. See Section 2.1 for the definitions.

The first aim of this paper is to provide a more explicit description of the excursion
measure n and its associated entrance law (ng, s > 0). To this end, we shall mimic a well-
known construction of the Brownian excursion measure via the Bessel(3) process that we
next sketch for ease of reference. Let P (R) be a probability measure on (D%, G.,) under
which the coordinate process is a Brownian motion killed at 0 (a Bessel(3) process). The
probability measure R appears as the law of the Brownian motion conditioned never to hit
0. More precisely, for u >0, x > 0,

q>0, 3
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474 V. Rivero
lim P(4|To > 1) = R(4),
—00

for any 4 € G,, (e.g. McKean 1963). Moreover, the function A(x) = x~!, x > 0, is excessive
for the semigroup of the Bessel(3) process and its A-transform is the semigroup of the
Brownian motion killed at 0. Let n be the A-transform of Ry via the function A(x) = x~', that
is, n is the unique measure on (D", G,,) with support in {7, > 0} such that under n the
coordinate process is Markovian with semigroup that of Brownian motion killed at 0, and for
every G,-stopping time 7 and any positive Gr-measurable functional Fr,

n(Fr, T < Ty = R()(&)
Xr
Then the measure n is a multiple of It6’s excursion measure for Brownian motion (Imhof
1984, Section 4).

In order to carry out this programme we will make the following hypotheses on the Lévy
process &:

(H2a) & is not arithmetic, that is, the state space is not a subgroup of kZ for any real
number .

(H2b) There exists 8 > 0 such that E(e%, 1 <) = 1.

(H2c) E(£fe%, 1< §) < oo, with a* = a V0.

Condition (H2c) can be stated in terms of the Lévy measure IT of £ as

(H2c¢") f{x>1} xe%*TI(dx) < oo
(cf. Sato 1999, theorem 25.3). Such hypotheses are satisfied by a wide class of Lévy
processes, in particular by those associated, via Lamperti’s transformation, with self-similar
diffusions and stable processes. We will refer to these hypotheses as (H2).

Condition (H2b) is called Cramér’s condition for the Lévy process & and, in the case
k = 0, forces £ to drift to —oo or equivalently E(&;) < 0. Thus if the (H2) hypotheses hold
we will refer to the case where k =0 and & drifts to —oo as the case k = 0. Cramér’s
condition enables us to construct a law P! on D, such that under P the coordinate process
£" is a Lévy process that drifts to oo and Pt|p, = e%P|p,. Then we will show that the self-
similar Markov process X" associated with the Lévy process &' plays the role of a Bessel(3)
process in our construction of the excursion measure n.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2.1 we recall Ito’s programme
as established by Blumenthal (1983). The excursion measure m that interests us is the
unique (up to a multiplicative constant) excursion measure having the property
n(Xo, > 0) = 0. Nevertheless, this is not the only excursion measure compatible with the
semigroup of the minimal process, which is why in Section 2.2 we review some properties
that should be satisfied by any excursion measure corresponding to a self-similar extension
of the minimal process. There we also obtain necessary and sufficient conditions for the
existence of an excursion measure #/ such that n/(Xo, = 0) = 0, which are valid for any
self-similar Markov process having 0 as a trap. In Section 2.3 we construct a self-similar
Markov process X" which is related to (X, Tp) in an analogous way to that in which the
Bessel(3) process is related to Brownian motion killed at 0. We also prove that conditions
(H1) are satisfied under hypotheses (H2), give a more explicit expression for the limit in
equation (3) and show that hypotheses (H1) imply the conditions (H2b) and (H2c). Next, in
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 475

Section 3 we give our main description of the excursion measure n and give an answer to
the question raised by Lamperti that can be sketched as follows: given a Lévy process &
satisfying (H2), then an a-self-similar Markov process X associated with & admits a
recurrent extension that leaves 0 continuously a.s. if and only if 0 < af < 1. The purpose
of Section 4 is to give an alternative description of the measure n by determining the law of
the excursion process conditioned by its length (for Brownian motion this corresponds to
the description of the Itd excursion measure via the law of a Bessel(3) bridge). In Section 5
we study some duality relations for the minimal process and in particular we determine the
image under time reversal of n. Finally, in Appendix A we establish that the extensions of
any two minimal processes which are in weak duality, are still in weak duality as might be
expected.

Sometimes it will be necessary to distinguish between the case k > 0 and k = 0 in order
to obtain our results. However, given that the methods are quite similar in both cases we
have chosen to only present the complete proofs when k = 0. We will indicate the places
where changes are necessary to obtain the results in the case k > 0.

Note, finally, that the development of this work uses Doob’s theory of A-transforms (see
Sharpe 1988) without further reference.

2. Preliminaries and first results

This section contains several parts. In Section 2.1, we recall It6’s programme and the results
in Blumenthal (1983). The purpose of Section 2.2 is to study the excursion measures
compatible with the semigroup of the minimal process (X, Tg). Finally, in Section 2.3 we
establish the existence of a self-similar Markov process X! which bears the same relation to
the minimal process (X, To) as the Bessel(3) process does to Brownian motion killed at 0.
The results in Sections 2.1 and 2.2 do not require (H2).

2.1. Some general facts on recurrent extensions of Markov processes

A measure n on (D', G,) having infinite mass is called a pseudo-excursion measure
compatible with the semigroup P, if the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) n is carried by
{weD+]|0<Ty)<ocoand X; =0, Vt=0};
(ii) for every bounded G.,-measurable H and each ¢t >0 and A € G,,
n(Ho6, AnN{t<Ty}) = nlx,(H), An{t < Tp}),
where 0, denotes the shift operator.
If, moreover,
(iii) n(1 — e ) < oo,
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476 V. Rivero

we will say that » is an excursion measure. A normalized excursion measure n is an
excursion measure n such that n(1 —e~7) = 1. The role played by condition (iii) will be
explained below.

The entrance law associated with a pseudo-excursion measure »n is defined by

ny(dy) = n(X; € dy, s < Tp), s>0.

A partial converse holds: given an entrance law (ng, s > 0) such that

00
J (1 —e*)dn;1 < oo,
0

there exists a unique excursion measure » such that its associated entrance law is (n, s > 0),
(see Blumenthal 1983).

It is well known in the theory of Markov processes that one way to construct recurrent
extensions of a Markov process is Itd’s programme or pathwise approach that can be
described as follows. Assume that there exists an excursion measure n compatible with the
semigroup of the minimal process P;. Realize a Poisson point process A = (A, s > 0) on
D+t with characteristic measure n. Thus each atom A; is a path and To(A,) denotes its
lifetime:

To(As) = inf{t > 0 : Ay(f) = 0}.

Set
o= To(Ay), t=0.
s<t

Since n(l —e )< oo, 0,<occ as. for every ¢t>0. It follows that the process
o = (04, t = 0) is an increasing cadlag process with stationary and independent increments,
that is, a subordinator. Its law is characterized by its Laplace exponent ¢, defined by

Ee ) =¢?®,  1>0,
and ¢(1) can be expressed thanks to the Lévy—Khinchine formula as

o= [ (1 -ema,

10,00[
with v a measure such that f}o,oo[(s A 1)v(ds) < oo, called the Lévy measure of o (see Bertoin
1996, Chapter 3, for background). An application of the exponential formula for Poisson
point processes gives
E(e—ial) _ e_"(l_e_”h)’ > 0’
that is, (1) = n(1 — e~*™) and the tail of the Lévy measure is given by
Vs, oo = n(s < Tp) = n,l, s> 0.

Observe that if we assume ¢(1) = n(1 —e ) =1 then ¢ is uniquely determined. Since n

has infinite mass, o, is strictly increasing in #. Let L, be the local time at 0, that is, the
continuous inverse of o:
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 477
L=inf{r>0:0,>t}=inf{r>0:0,=t}.
Define a process ()~(,, t = 0) as follows. For t = 0, let L, = s; then 0,_ < ¢t < 0,. Set

- Ay(t —052), if o,_ < oy
X, =

: “
0, if o, =0s,0rs=0.

That the process so constructed is a Markov process has been established in full generality by

Salisbury (1986a; 1986b) and under some regularity hypotheses on the semigroup of the

minimal process by Blumenthal (1983). See also Rogers (1983) for its analytical counterpart.

In our setting, the hypotheses of Blumenthal (1983) are satisfied, as is shown by the following

lemma.

Lemma 1. Let Cy]0, oo, be the space of continuous functions on 10, ool vanishing at 0 and
00.

() If f € Col0, o[, then P.f € Col0, co[ and P.f — f uniformly as t — 0.
(i) Ex(e~9%) is continuous in x for each q >0 and

limE. (e ?™)=1 and lim E.(e ™) =0.
x—0 X—00

This lemma is an easy consequence of Lamperti’s transformation. Alternatively, a proof can
be found in Vuolle-Apiala (1994, pp. 549-550).

Therefore we have from Blumenthal (1983) that X is a Markov process with Feller
semigroup and its resolvent {U,, ¢ > 0} satisfies

Upf() = Vof @) + Exe™ ) U, f(0), x>0,

for f € Cy(RT) = {f : Rt — R, continuous and bounded}. That is, X is an extension of the
minimal process. Furthermore, if {X}, ¢t = 0} is a Markov process extending the minimal one
with Itd’s excursion measure n and local time at 0, say {L;, ¢ = 0}, such that

(o]
[E’(J e’de§> =1,
0

where [E’ is the law of X’. Then the process X and X’ are equivalent and Itd’s excursion
measure for X is n.

Thus, the results in Blumenthal (1983) establish a one-to-one correspondence between
excursion measures and recurrent extensions of Markov processes. Given an excursion
measure n, we will say that the associated extension of the minimal process leaves 0
continuously a.s. if n(Xpy >0)=0 or, equivalently, in terms of its entrance law,
lim;_,gny(B°) =0 for every neighourhood B of 0, (Blumenthal 1983); if » is such that
n(Xo4+ = 0) =0, we will say that the extension leaves 0 by jumps a.s. The latter condition
on n is equivalent to the existence of a jumping-in measure 7, that is, # is a o—finite
measure on ]0, oo such that the entrance law associated with n can be expressed as
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478 V. Rivero

nof = n(f(X), s < To):j]0 WP S, 5> 0

for every f € Cp(R*) (Meyer 1971).

Finally, observe that if »n is a pseudo-excursion measure that does not satisfy condition
(iii), we can still realize a Poisson point process of excursions on (D', G,) with
characteristic measure n but we cannot form a process extending the minimal one by
sticking together the excursions because the sum of lengths > ., To(A;) is infinite P-a.s.
for every ¢t > 0.

2.2. Some properties of excursion measures for self-similar Markov
process

Next, we deduce necessary and sufficient conditions that must be satisfied by an excursion
measure in order that the associated recurrent extension of the minimal process be self-
similar. For ¢ € R, let H, be the dilatation H_.f(x) = f(cx).

Lemma 2. Let n be an excursion measure and X the associated recurrent extension of the
minimal process. The following are equivalent:

(i) The process X has the scaling property.
(i) There exists y € 10, 1[ such that, for any c >0,

To TO
n (J e_qsf(Xs)ds) = /ey ([ e—(qc‘/“s) Hcf(Xs)ds) B
0

0

Jor f € Cp(R™).
(iii) There exists y € 10, 1[ such that, for any c >0,

nef = nypuHef,  forall s>0,
Jor f € Cy(R*)

Remark. 1f conditions (i)—(iii) in the preceding lemma hold, the subordinator o which is the
inverse local time of X is a stable subordinator of parameter y, with y determined by
condition (ii) or (iii).

Proof. (il) < (iii) is straightforward.

(i) = (ii). Suppose that there exists an excursion measure n such that the associated
recurrent extension X has scaling property (1). Let M be the random set of zeros of the
process X, that is, M = {t = 0|X(¢) = 0}. By construction M is the closed range of the
subordinator o = (0, ¢ = 0), that is, M is a regenerative set. The recurrence of X implies
that M is unbounded a.s. By the scaling property for X, we have that

ML cM, for each ¢ > 0,

This content downloaded from 148.235.65.253 on Wed, 03 Oct 2018 20:36:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 479

that is, M is self-similar. Thus the subordinator should have the scaling property and since
the only Lévy processes that have the scaling property are the stable processes it follows that
o is a stable subordinator of parameter y for some y € 10, 1[ or, in terms of its Laplace
exponent, ¢p(A) = n(1 — e *T0) = A?, 1 > 0. Recall that the scaling property for the extension
can be stated in terms of its resolvent by saying that, for any ¢ > 0,

Upf (%) = /Ui Hef (x] ), for all x = 0, (5)
for f € Cy(R™). Using the compensation formula for Poisson point processes, we obtain that

“Ef(X)d
Uaf 0) = "(f L ©

From equation (5) we have that the measure n should be such that

nfy" eSS XS) _ g nlly” e 4™ Hef (X))
n(l —e-al) n(l —e-¢ly

and therefore we conclude that

To To
n(j e_qsf(Xs)ds) =c(1_7)/“n< J e’("cl/as)Hcf(Xs)ds).
0 0

(ii) = (i). The scaling property of X is obtained by means of (5). In fact, the only thing
that needs to be checked is that equation (5) holds for x = 0, since we have the identity

Uaf () = Vof () + Exe™ ™) U, f(0), x>0,
and the scaling property of the minimal process stated in terms of its resolvent V,, that is,
Vof(x) =V e Hof(x/c),  x>0,¢>0,q>0.

Indeed, by construction it follows that formula (6) holds and hypothesis (ii) implies that
n(l1 —e %) = g¥, g > 0; the conclusion is immediate. O

In the following lemma we give a description of the sojourn measure of X and a
necessary condition for the existence of a excursion measure n such that one of the
conditions in Lemma 2 holds.

Lemma 3. Let n be a normalized excursion measure and X the associated extension of the
minimal process (X, Ty). Assume that one of the conditions (i)—(iii) in Lemma 2 holds. Then

To
n(J0 I{Xsedy}ds) = C(,l,yy(l'o"")/ol dy, y>0,

with y determined by (ii) of Lemma 2 and C,, € 10, oo[ a constant. As a consequence,
El UM <00 and Cuy = (aEUI" VU1 —y))"), where I denotes the exponential
functional (2).
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480 V. Rivero

Proof. Recall that the sojourn measure

To 00
o[ tencands) = | o

0

is a o-finite measure on ]0, oo[ and is the unique excessive measure for the semigroup of the
process X (Dellacherie et al. 1992, XIX.46). Next, using result (iii) in Lemma 2 and Fubini’s
theorem, we obtain the following representation of the sojourn measure, for f =0
measurable:

Joonsfds = Joos_"nl(Hsaf)ds
0

0

= Jnl (dz)Joos“" f(s%2)ds

0
= ca,yj ul =/ f(u)du,
0

with 0 < Cy = a™! [ ni(dz)z~(""/* < co. This proves the first part of the lemma.

We now prove that E(/~(7")) < co. On the one hand, the function ¢(x) = E,(e~T) is
integrable with respect to the sojourn measure. To see this, use the Markov property under
n to obtain

To o0
n(j «p(Xs)ds> [T ntoxy), s < To)ds
0 JO

00
= | ne 08, s < Ty)ds
0

00
= ne ™9, s < Ty)ds
Jo

=n(l-eD)=1.

On the other hand, using the representation of the sojourn measure, Fubini’s theorem and the
scaling property, we have that

Ca,yJO Ey(e—To)y(l—a—y)/ady — C‘”’L E(e_yl/al)y(l—a—y)/ady

= CqyaE(I"""NI(1 — ).
Therefore, E(/~("") < 0o and Cqo, = (aE(I~1")I(1 — y))~". O

We next study the extensions X that leave 0 a.s. by jumps. Using only scaling property
(1) it can be verified that the only possible jumping-in measures such that the associated
excursion measure satisfies (ii) in Lemma 2 are of the type

ndx) = begx Pdx,  x>0,0<af <1,
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 481

with a constant b, g > 0, depending on a and B, (Vuolle-Apiala 1994). This having been said,
we can state an elementary but satisfactory result on the existence of extensions of the
minimal process that leave 0 by jumps a.s.

Proposition 1. Let B € 10, 1/a[. The following are equivalent:

(i) E(I%) < .
(i) The pseudo-excursion measure n’ =[P7, based on the jumping-in measure
n(dx) = x"*Pdx, x >0, is an excursion measure.
(ili) The minimal process (X, To) admits an extension X, that is a self-similar recurrent

Markov process, and leaves 0 by jumps a.s. according to the jumping-in measure
n(dx) = bapx*Pdx, with bop = B/EUIP)I(L - ap).

If one of these conditions holds then vy in (ii) in Lemma 2 is equal to af.

Condition (i) in Proposition 1 is easily verified under weak technical assumptions. That is
to say, if we assume (H2), the aforementioned condition is verified for every
B €10, (1/a)A6[; this will be deduced from Lemma 4 below. On the other hand, the
condition is verified in other settings, as can be seen in the following example.

Example 1 Generalized self-similar sawtooth processes. Let a >0, k=0, ¢ be a
subordinator such that E(G;) < oo, and X the a-self-similar process associated with the
Lévy process £ = —0. Then & is a Lévy process with infinite lifetime that drifts to —oo, X
has a finite lifetime 7, and X decreases from its starting point until the time 7, when it is
absorbed at 0. Furthermore, it was proved by Carmona et al. (1997) that the Lévy exponential
functional I = [;° exp{—G/a}ds has finite integral moments of all orders. It follows that
condition (i) in Proposition 1 is satisfied by every 8 € 10, 1/a[. Thus for each 8 € 10, 1/a
the a-self-similar extension X that leaves 0 by jumps according to the jumping-in measure in
(iii) of Proposition 1 is a process having sample paths that looks like a saw with ‘rough’
teeth. These are all the possible extensions of X, that is, it is impossible to construct an
excursion measure such that its associated extension of (X, Ty) leaves 0 continuously a.s.,
since we know that the process X decreases to 0.

Proof of Proposition 1. Let n(dx) = x~(*Adx, x>0, and n/ be the pseudo-excursion
measure n/ = [P, By definition, the entrance law associated with n’/ is

00
nf = J dxx AP f(x), s> 0.
0

Thus, for n/ to be an excursion measure, the only condition it needs to satisfy is
n/(1 — e~ T0) < co. This follows from the elementary calculation
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482 V. Rivero

00 00
J dxx—(l+ﬂ)Ex(1 _ e—To) - J dxx—(1+ﬂ)E(1 _ e_xl/al)
0

=aE ( J dyy™ (1 - e*ﬂ))

I'a-ap)
—5

That is, n/(1 — e~ ) < oo if and only if E(/*f) < oo, which proves the equivalence between
the assertions in (i) and (ii). If (ii) holds it follows from the results in Blumenthal (1983) and
Lemma 2 that associated with the normalized excursion measure n/ = b, pP7 there exists a
unique extension of the minimal process (X, Ty) which is a self-similar Markov process and
which leaves 0 by jumps according to the jumping-in measure ba,ﬁx‘£1+ﬂ)dx, x >0, which
establishes (iii). Conversely, if (iii) holds the It6 excursion measure of X is n/' = begP" and
the statement in (ii) follows. O

= E(I%)

2.3. The process X' analogous to the Bessel(3) process

Here we shall establish the existence of a self-similar Markov process X! that can be
viewed as the self-similar Markov process (X, Ty) conditioned never to hit 0. In the case
where (X, Tp) is a Brownian motion killed at 0, X* corresponds to the Bessel(3) process.
To this end, we next recall some facts on Lévy processes and density transformations and
deduce some consequences for self-similar Markov processes. We henceforth assume (H2).

The law of a Lévy process & obtained by killing at a rate k is characterized by a function
W¥: R — C defined by the relation

E™, 1 <) = exp{-P(u)}, uelR.

The function W is called the characteristic exponent of the Lévy process & and can be
expressed thanks to the Lévy—Khinchine formula as

o?u? -
W(u) =k —iau + 5 + J (1 —e™ +iuxl {xj<1)II(dx),
R

where I is a measure on R\{0} such that [(|x|* A 1)II(dx) < co. The measure II is called
the Lévy measure, o? the Gaussian coefficient and k the killing rate. Conditions (H2b) and
(H2c) imply that the Lévy exponent of & admits an analytic extension to the complex strip
¥(z) € [0, 0]. Thus we can define a function ¢ : [0, 6] — R by

@S, 1 <D =" and y(l)=-W(-i), 0<A<6.

Holder’s inequality implies that 1 is a convex function and that 8 is the unique solution to
the equation y(4) = 0 for A > 0. This happens if and only if there exists a 8 > 0 such that

k=af+0°6°/2+ J (€% — 1 — Ox1 1< TI(dx).
R
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 483

Furthermore, the function A(x) = e%* is invariant for the semigroup of &. Let P! be the A-
transform of P via the invariant function h(x) = e*. That is, the measure P! is the unique
measure on (D, D) such that, for every finite D,-stopping time 7 and each 4 € Dr,

Pi(4) = Pe®T4N{T < &}).

Under P4 the process (EE, t=0) is a Lévy process with infinite lifetime, characteristic
exponent

Wi(y) = W(u — i6), ucR,
and drifts to oo; more precisely,
0<m':=E')=y'(6-) < co.

For a proof of these facts and more about this change of measure, see Sato (1999, Section
33).

Let Pi denote the law on D* of the self-similar Markov process starting at x > 0 and
associated with the Lévy process &% via Lamperti’s transformation. In what follows it will
be implicit that the superscript j refers to the measure P! or P%. We now establish a relation
between the probability measures PP and P analogous to that between the law of a
Brownian motion killed at 0 and the law of a Bessel(3) process (McKean 1963). Informally,
the law P} can be interpreted as the law under PP, of X conditioned never to hit 0.

Proposition 2. (i) Let x > 0 be arbitrary. Then we have that [F"Er is the unique measure such
that, for every G,-stopping time T, we have

Pi(4) = x P (4XS, T < Ty),

for any A € Gy. In particular, the function h* : [0, oo[ — [0, oo[ defined by h*(x) = x? is
invariant for the semigroup P,.
(ii) For every x > 0 and t > 0, we have

Pi(4) = lim P(4]|To > s),
forany A € G,

The proof of (i) in Proposition 2 is a straightforward consequence of the fact that P! is
the hA-transform of P and that for every G,-stopping time 7 we have that 7(T) is a D,-
stopping time. To prove (ii) in Proposition 2 we need the following lemma that provides us
with a tail estimate for the law of the Lévy exponential functional / associated with & as
defined in (2).

Lemma 4. Under conditions (H2) we have that
lim t*°P(I > 1) = C,
1—00

where
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0<C= %Jr“"“(P(l > 1) = P(ef I > 1)dt < oo,
with & 451 and independent of 1. If 0 < aB < 1, then

_ X —(1-ab)
C= — E(/ ).

Two proofs of this result have been given in a slightly restrictive setting by Mejane
(2002). However, one of these proofs can be extended to our case and in fact it is an easy
consequence of a result on random equations originally due to Kesten (1973) who in turn
uses a difficult result on random matrices. A simpler proof of Kesten’s result was given by
Goldie (1991).

Sketch of proof of Lemma 4. We study first the case k = 0. In this case { = oo a.s. and
I = [° exp{&;/a}ds. It is straightforward that the Lévy exponential functional / satisfies in
law the equation

1
I éJ e5/%ds + &5/ = Q + MI',
0
with /' the Lévy exponential functional associated with &' = {&, = &1, — £, t = 0}, a Lévy
process independent of D; and with the same distribution as &. Thus, according to Kesten
(1973) and Goldie (1991), if the conditions (i)—(iv) below are satisfied then there exists a
strictly positive constant C such that

lim 1*P(I > 1) = C.

The hypotheses of Kesten’s theorem are:

(1) M is not arithmetic.
(i) E(M) =1.
(iii) E(M%® In*(M)) < .
(iv) E(Q*) < 0.

Assuming conditions (H2), the only thing that needs to be verified is that (iv) holds. Indeed,
E(Q*%) < E(sup{e®™ : s € [0, 11})
< e——f—T(l + OSup{E(éjee‘ES) 15 €0, 11} < co.

The second inequality is obtained using the fact that (€%, # = 0) is a positive martingale and
Doob’s inequality. The first formula for the value of the limit, C = lim,_ot**P(/ > ¢), is a
consequence of Goldie (1991, Lemma 2.2 and Theorem 4.1). That the latter limit exists
implies that E(/¢) < oo, for all 0 < a < af. Now, to obtain the expression for C when
0 < af <1, we will use the following formula for the moments of I:
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 485

E(I*) = ———E(°7, for 0 < a < ab, @)

1/)(/)

which can be proved with arguments similar to those given by Bertoin and Yor (2002b,
Proposition 2). We will also use the well-known identity

a
T(1 - a)

On the one hand, since 0 < af < 1, we have from Bingham et al. (1989, Corollary 8.1.7)
that

A4 = J (1 — e )x(+9y, A>0,a€]10,1[.

E(l — e/
Jim EL= )

s—0 saG

= CI'(1 - ah).

On the other hand, by equation (7) we have
E(I"1~)qg = lim_ E(/* Ya
a—a

_a_0 B S —
= T —ad) o w(a/a))J TOE = s

= Caf lim ————=2 —¥(a/a)
alal aO —a

= COy'(6-), ®)

which proves the claimed result in the case k = 0. In the case k > 0, the Lévy exponential
functional 7 has the same law as 4¢ = j(f exp{&,/a}ds, with & the unkilled Lévy process and
€ an exponential random variable with parameter k and independent of &. Using the
memorylessness of the exponentlal law we can easily verify that 4, satisfies the equation in
law A4e = Q+ MAg with Q = Io exp {§s}1{s<e}ds M= efl/a1{1<e} and A¢ with the same
law as 4¢ and independent of (Q, M) and e. Next we verify, in the same way as in the case
k = 0, that the random variables (Q, M) satisfy hypotheses (i)—(iv) of Kesten’s theorem.
Finally, to estimate the value of the constant C when 0 < af < 1, we use an identity similar
to (7) for Ae,

E(48) = ———E(427h, 0<a<ab,

w( —y(a/a)
which is obtained in Carmona et al. (1997, Proposition 3.1(i)). O

The proof of Proposition 2 follows by standard arguments.

Proof of (ii) in Proposition 2. Recall that the law of T, under P, is that of x'/*J under P.
Thus we deduce from Lemma 4 that, for every x > 0,

lim s*P (T, > s) = x°C.

Using the Markov property and a dominated convergence argument, we obtain that
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P(4|To > s) = Pu(Al{1<1)Px (To > s — 1)/P(To > 5))

- X GPI(AX 1{t<To})

§—00

By Proposition 2, the semigroup of X under [P’h is given by
P () = B(f(X) = x PE(f (X)X o<ry),  for x>0,

with f a positive or bounded measurable function. Let J be the Lévy exponential functional
associated with the process & that is,

J= Joo exp {—Eg/a}ds, Q)
0

which is finite P-a.s. since £! drifts to co. Now, since under P! the process (£, s = 0) is a
non-arithmetic Lévy process with 0 < m® < oo, the measure [P’ converges in the sense of
finite-dimensional distributions to a probability measure IP’O+ as x — 0+ (Bertoin and Yor
2002a Theorem 1). Moreover, the law of X; under IP’0+ is an entrance law for the semigroup
P and is related to the law of the Lévy exponential functional J under P? by the formula

B (f(XY™) = —EXfG/D/) 5>0, (10)

for f measurable and positive. Recall also that m"/a = E*(1/J) < co. See Bertoin and Yor
(2002a) for a proof of these facts.

The next result states that under (H2) conditions (H1) hold, and gives a first description
of the entrance law (ng, s > 0).

Proposition 3. 4Assume hypotheses (H2).

(i) If 0 < af < 1, then hypotheses (H1) hold for k = 6. Furthermore, the g-potential of
the entrance law (ng, s > 0), admits the representation

J dse ™ *n,f =7a,oJ F()EX(exp{—gy"/eThyt-2-eDe gy,
0 0
where

Yao = (@B )1 — b)),

Jor every f € Cp(RY).
(ii) If a@ =1, then either (Hla) or (H1b) fails to hold.

Proof. (i) That (Hla) holds is easily proved. Indeed, since 0 < aff <1 we have from
Bingham et al. (1989, Corollary 8.1.7) that the result in Lemma 4 is equivalent to
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E(1—e")) aE(I~1-%)

_ T
tim 200 =T - af) ——— (1)

x—0 x8 x—0 xb
To prove (H1b) we recall the identity,
Vof (x)
T = ViR,
where 7! is the resolvent of the semigroup Pt} and A™(x) = x%, x > 0. As has already been
pointed out, the results in Bertoin and Yor (2002a) are applicable in our setting to the self-
similar process X'. In particular, their formula (4) states that

00
im 7 o(x) = & g9’
lim Vi g(6) = 22| g0,

for every function g € C»(R™). Therefore,
. Vef(x) RT " *
lim 75— = lim Va(f/h)(x)
a [ _ _
=—| SO B ")y,
mh 0

1 ™ —_gyl/a —a—
=], TR ey (12
for every f € Ck]0, oo[. Thus we have verified hypotheses (H1) and the expression for the g-
resolvent of the entrance law (ng, s > 0) follows from the identity (3) using the calculations
in equations (11) and (12).

(i) If af = 1, Fatou’s lemma and the scaling property imply

_ e T
liminf 20 =€)

00
5 = J e S5 (lim inf 1*°P(1 > t))ds = 00.
x—0 X t—00

0
But from the proof of (i) we know that the limit

lim ___que(x) ,

>0
x—0 X 1

still exists and is not 0 for every non-negative function f € CgJ0, oo[ and, indeed, f > 0 in a
set of positive Lebesgue measure. As a consequence, even if there exists k < 6, such that the
limit lim, ox *E,(1 — =), exists and is positive, the limit lim,_ox* of(x) is equal to
zero for every continuous function f with bounded support on ]0, oof. |

Proposition 3 proves that hypotheses (H2) imply (H1). In the next proposition we
establish a converse.
Proposition 4. Assume that there exists a k¥ > 0 such that hypotheses (H1) hold. Then

(i) 0<ax <1,
(ii) (H2b) and (H2c) are satisfied with 6 = k.
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Proof. To prove (i) we recall that under (H1) Vuolle-Apiala (1994, Theorem 2.1) proved that
the g-resolvent of the entrance law (n,, s > 0) is characterized by equation (3). Next, it is
easily verified using the self-similarity of the minimal process (X, Ty) that, for every g > 0,
c>0,

V) aojay. Vs Hef (%)
Q- ¢ (=)

Then the excursion measure n is such that, for every ¢ > 0,

To Ty
n (J e—qsf(Xs)ds> = (l-av/ap (J e_q"l/achf(Xs)dS)-
0 0

The latter fact implies that (ii) in Lemma 2 is satisfied with y = ax and 0 < ax < 1.
Next we prove (ii). We first prove that under (H1) the process (X%, ¢ > 0) is a martingale
for P,, which implies Cramér’s condition (H2b). Indeed, since (Hla) holds we have that
_e D
im E (1 —e™ o)

xK

|

x—0

= B €]0, oo,

and, given that 0 < ax < 1, the existence of this limit is equivalent to the existence of the
limit

lim s**P(Ty > s) = x*B/T(1 — ax).

§—00

This fact suffices to prove that, for every x > 0 and ¢ > 0,
lim Py(A| Ty > 5) = x *Po(X5, AN{t < T}),

for any 4 € G,. To see this, just repeat the arguments in the proof of (ii) in Proposition 2. In
particular, we have that, for every x > 0 and ¢ > 0, x* = E,(X*, ¢t < Tp). Using the Markov
property we obtain that, for every x > 0, under P, the process X* is a martingale and as a
consequence Cramér’s condition follows. Moreover, the Lévy process £ associated with X via
Lamperti’s transformation has a characteristic exponent W that admits an analytic extension
to the complex strip ¥(z) € [—«, O[ defined by y(z) = —W(—iz) (see the survey at the
beginning of this subsection). Now to prove that (H2c) is satisfied, we recall that under (H1)
we have that

lim s*P(I > 5) = x7* lim s™P(Tp > s) = B/T(1 — ax),

§—00 §—00
and that E(/=("%) < 0o, the latter being a consequence of Lemma 3. Repeating the
arguments in the calculation of the constant in the proof of Lemma 4, we obtain that

E(I"("*) = By'(6—)/T(1 — ax) < oo,
that is, the exponent i of £ has a left derivative at k¥ which is equivalent to
E( e, 1 <§) <oo.
Using the elementary relation
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 489

0 < (rexp{x&i})” =& exp{x&} = & exp{—x& } <«
with @~ =(—a)V0, we obtain that 0<E(&e“),1<E) <1/k. Therefore,
E(£)e1, 1 < §) < oo if and only if E(&f e, 1 < §) < oo, which concludes the proof. [
Remarks
1. If 0 <af <1 we have the equality
E(I—(l—aﬂ)) — Eh(‘]—(l—aﬂ)).
Indeed, straightforward calculations lead to

o0 b 7—(1~af)
_s . By Va g (1—a—ab) _ E (‘] )
Je n;lds = Va,BL Ele ™ ")yleadiady = E(I-(-ab)) ’

and comparing this with the fact that [e™*n,;1ds =1 gives the equality.
2. A consequence of Lemma 4 is that
E(I%%) < o0, for every 0 < 8 < 6,

and that E(/*°) = co. Then under (H2) any extension which leaves 0 by jumps a.s.
has a jumping-in measure 7(dx) = b, px"(*Pdx, x >0, with 0 < <OA1/a and
bqp as defined in Proposition 1.

3. Existence of recurrent extensions that leaves 0 continuously

We next study the excursion measure such that the related extension leaves 0 continuously.
To this end, we suppose throughout the rest of this section that hypotheses (H2) hold.

Theorem 1. There exists a pseudo-excursion measure n' such that n'(Xoy >0)=0. Its
associated entrance law (ng, s > 0) is given by

nif =EL(f(X)X0),  s>0.

We have that m' is an excursion measure if and only if 0 < a@ < 1. Assume that this
condition holds and let

agp = aEN(J N1 — af)/m’.

Then the measure (aq9)~ ', is the normalized excursion measure n.

Proof. We know from Proposition 2 that the function A(x) = x ¢ is excessive for the
semigroup PE and the corresponding A-transform is P,. Let n’ be the A-transform of IEE) 4 via
the excessive function A(x) = x~% x > 0. That is, n’ is the unique measure in D* carried by
{Ty > 0}, such that under n’ the coordinate process is Markovian with semigroup P, and for
every G,-stopping time T and any Ay € Gr,

n'(Ar, T < To) = B (41, X7°).
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Therefore, n' is a pseudo-excursion measure such that n’(Xy. > 0) = 0 and the entrance law
associated with n’ is defined by

nf =0 (f(X,), s < To) = B.(f(X)X;%), s>0, (13)

for f : R — R* measurable.
To prove the second assertion we have to specify when n’(1 —e~70) is finite. Using
standard arguments, we obtain that

(o.¢]
n'(1—e )= J dse™*n'(Ty > s)
0

00
- J dse Bl (X;%)
0

{ aBYJ-N[(1 — af)/mt,  if af <1,
00, if af = 1;

the third equality is obtained from (10). If 0 < af <1, then E%J(1-%9) < oo since
E!(J~!) < 0o. As a consequence, n'(1 — e"T) < oo if and only if 0 < af < 1. If we assume
that 0 <af <1, it follows that the measure a, },n is a normalized excursion measure
compatible with the semigroup P,. Furthermore, it is straightforward to check that a;‘en’
satisfies condition (ii) in Lemma 2 for y = af. The normalized excursion measure a 0“ is
equal to the measure n since this is the unique normalized excursion measure havmg the

property n(Xo4+ > 0) = 0. O

A consequence of the Markov property is that under n’ the excursions leave 0
continuously and either hit 0 continuously or by a jump according to whether k =0 or
k > 0, that is,

n'(Xo+ >0, X5,- >0)=0 or n'(Xo. >0, X7 =0)=

respectively.

In the following theorem we give a simple criterion to determine, in terms of the Lévy
process &, whether there exists a self-similar recurrent extension of (X, Tp) that leaves 0
continuously. Furthermore, with this result we give a complete solution to the problem
posed by Lamperti since we have already established the existence of self-similar recurrent
extensions of the minimal process that leave 0 by jumps.

Theorem 2. (i) Assume 0 < ab <1. The minimal process admits a unique self-similar
recurrent extension X = (X,, t = 0) that leaves 0 continuously a.s. The resolvent of X is
determined by
'}’ao El(e 97 Veyy (1-a— ab)/a 4
Uy f(0) = f (NE*e )y ¥,

with yq as defined in Proposition 3 and
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 491

Upf(x) = Vo f(x) + Ee ™) U, £(0), x>0,

for f € Co(R*) The resolvent U, is Fellerian.

(ii) If af@ =1, there does not exist any self-similar recurrent extension that leaves 0
continuously.

Proof. To obtain (i) we use Lemma 1. This enables us to apply the results of Blumenthal
(1983) to ensure that associated with the excursion measure n, described in Theorem 1, there
exists a Markov process X, having a Feller resolvent which is an extension of the minimal
process. The self-similarity of X follows from Lemma 2. All that needs justifying is the
expression for the g-resolvent of the extension. Using the compensation formula for Poisson
point processes, we obtain that

To
Uyf (0) = n( | e_qsf(Xs)ds) /n(l — e,

for every f € Cp(R"). From Lemma 2 we deduce that n(1 — e~97°) = g% The expression of
U, f(0) is then obtained from Proposition 3.
The proof of (ii) is a straightforward consequence of Lemma 5 below. O

The next lemma states that if a6 = 1, the only excursion measures compatible with
(X, To) which satisfy (ii) in Lemma 2 are those associated with a jumping-in measure as in
(i) in Proposition 1.

Lemma 5. Assume that a8 = 1. If there exists a normalized excursion measure m compatible
with the minimal process such that conditions (ii) and (iii) in Lemma 2 are satisfied, then
m(Xo, =0)=0.

Sketch of proof. We recall from the proof of Proposition 3 that if af = 1 then we have that
E(1—e"T) o

hrxn—»l(l)l f x9 ’
and that
: qu (x)
e 470

exists in R for every function f € C]0, oo[. Therefore,
qu (x)

(-t *

for every function f € Ck]0, oo[. Then we may simply repeat the arguments in Vuolle-
Apiala (1994, Lemma 1.1) to prove that, for ¢ > 0,

To 00
m(J e“"xf(Xs)ds) :bJ Vo f(x)x~ 4Py,
0 0
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for some 8 € 0, 1/a[ and a constant b € ]0, co[. The result follows. a

Corollary 1. Assume 0 < af < 1.

(1) The law of Ty under n is
afd
I'(l —ab)

(ii) Under n the law of the height of the excursion, say H := supo<;<1,Xs is given by

n(Ty € ds) = s~+adqg

n(H > z)= pa,gz—e, z>0,

with pag = p(aOE (J~1N(1 — ah))™! and p € 10, 1] a constant that depends on
the law of &.

Proof. The result in (i) follows from the fact that the subordinator o which is the inverse
local time of X is a stable subordinator of parameter a6; cf. Lemma 2.
The main ingredient in the proof of (ii) is that the tail distribution of the random variable

St = supo<,<¢&, is such that

lim e P(S; > 5) = p/m'6,

§—00
for a constant p € ]0, 1]. This result was obtained by Bertoin and Doney (1994) in the case
k =0, but in fact their proof extends easily to the case k > 0. We deduce from this a tail

estimate for the behaviour of the supremum of the minimal process (X, Tp) as the initial
point tends to 0. More precisely, defining Sfo = SUPo<,<7, X

lim xOP(SX > 2) = z7O(p/m"0), z>0.

Let H; = sup;<s<7, X5, t > 0. We have that, for any z > 0,
,Li%ln(H’ >z, t < Ty)=n(H > z),
and that for any ¢, 6 > 0, there exists a #y, > 0 such that
n(X; € (¢, 00), t < Tp) <9, YVt < tp.
Therefore,
nX, €10, e, H >z, t<Top) =n(H; >z, t<Tp)) <0+n(X, €0, ¢[, H >z, t < Tp),
and by the Markov property under n, we obtain that
n(X, € 10, e, H, >z, t < To) = (aap) "B}, (X; € 10, e[, X °Ex (S > 2))

~ papz ’ES, (X; €10, €])

-6
~ Pagz ,

for ¢ small enough. Thus,
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Paoz P <n(H>2) <+ pyoz?,

and the result follows by letting 6 — 0. O

If 0<aB <1, it was shown by Vuolle-Apiala that given an excursion measure, the
extension X associated with this excursion measure leaves 0 either continuously or by
jumps. This fact is natural when we observe that the excursions that leave 0 continuously
have different duration than those leaving 0 by jumps. Indeed, the duration of the former
has distribution

n(To > ) = T — ah)) ",
and for the latter
nW(Ty > 1) = 7T - af))!, 0<p<0.

In the case where the Lévy process £ is a Brownian motion with negative drift, the
criterion in Theorem 2 coincides with the classification from Feller’s diffusion theory for 0
to be a regular or an exit boundary point, as is explained in Example 2 below. By analogy,
we can say that 0 is a regular boundary point for X if 0 < af < 1 and an exit boundary
point if 1 < af. Even in the case af < 0, which is not considered in this paper, it is easy
to see that if £ is a Lévy process with infinite lifetime and such that 6 <0 in Cramér’s
condition then the Lévy process & drifts to co. The only way to extend a self-similar
Markov process X associated with a Lévy process that drifts to oo is by making 0 an
entrance boundary point. This possibility is considered by Bertoin and Caballero (2002),
Bertoin and Yor (2002a; 2002b) and Caballero and Chaumont (2004).

4. Excursions conditioned by their durations

It is well known that the excursion measure for the Brownian motion can be described
using the law of the excursion process conditioned to return to O at time 1, that is, the law
of a Bessel(3) bridge of length 1 (McKean 1963; Revuz and Yor 1999, Section XIL.4). In
this section we follow this idea to describe the law under the excursion measure n defined
in Theorem 1 of the excursion process conditioned to return to zero at a given time. We
then give an alternative description of the excursion measure n.

4.1. The case k=0

To deal with this case, we will make the additional hypothesis:

(H2d) E(&;) > —oo and the distribution of the Lévy exponential functional I has a
continuous density on [0, co[, say p, with respect to Lebesgue measure.

The condition that the law of the exponential functional / has a continuous density is satisfied
by a wide variety of Lévy processes (Carmona et al. 1997, Proposition 2.1). We next
introduce another self-similar process. Denote by & = (—&;, s > 0) the dual Lévy process,
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494 V. Rivero

and by P and E its probability and expectation. Then define ([f"x, x > 0) to be the distribution
on D* of the a-self-similar process associated with the Lévy process with law P. The process
X is usually called the dual a-self-similar process; the term ‘dual’ is justified by the relation

Oog(x)V Flnt-aedy — oof(x)f’ gy, (14)
q. q

for every f, g : 10, oo[— R* measurable (Bertoin and Yor 2002a, Lemma 2). By (H2d) we
have that 0 < m := [y'(0%)| = E(£)) < co. Let P+ be the limit in the sense of finite-
dimensional marginals of P, as x — 0, whose existence is ensured by Bertoin and Yor
(2002a, Theorem 1). The latter theorem also establishes that for every ¢> 0 and for
f : Rt — R* measurable, we have

Eo-(/(X0) = —E(f((¢/ D)/ D, (15)

where / is defined in (2). Hypothesis (H2d) implies that for any ¢ > 0 the law of X, under
Py has a density with respect to the measure v(dy) = y(1-®/%dy, y > 0, given by the
formula

Po+(X, € dy)
v(dy)

Let (us(dy) = Po+(X, € dy), s > 0). A consequence of the duality relation (14) is that the
relation pu,P,_; = u, for s < t can be shifted to the semigroup of the minimal process P; as
p: = Pyp,— v-a.s. It was proved in Rivero (2003, Section 4) that these densities can be used
to construct a regular version of the family of probability measures (P,(-|Ty = r), r > 0)
when the underlying Lévy process is a subordinator. Moreover, the same argument applies to
any Lévy process assuming only (H2d). Here the densities (p,, t = 0) will be used to
construct a bridge for the coordinate process under Eg+; the techniques here used are
reminiscent of those in F1t251mmons et al. (1993).

Recall that the semigroup (P,, t=0) is the h-transformation of the semigroup
(P;, t=0) via the invariant function h(x) = x% x > 0. Using the fact that for every
t > s> 0, the equality p, = P;p, s v-a.s. holds, we obtain that, for » > 0 arbitrary, the
function

=my Vo p(y™) = py),  y>0.

W7(s, %) = Prsx liocry, X >0,5>0,

is excessive for the semigroup (7, ® PE, t = 0) of the space-time process. Let A” be the A-
transform of the measure [EE)+ by means of the space—time excessive function A% (s, x). Then
under A7 the space process (X;, ¢ > 0) is an inhomogeneous Markov process with entrance
law

K:f = E?ﬁ(f(Xs)pr—s(X:)Xs_e), 0 <s < r,
for f : R — R* measurable, and inhomogeneous semigroup

Pi(x, dy)h(t+ s, ¥)  Po(x, dp) Pr_(irs)(¥)

e R

s y>0;t,t+s<r.

t t+s
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 495

Observe that the inhomogeneous semigroup K7, . is that of X conditioned to die at 0 at time
r (Rivero 2003, Lemma 7). Moreover, using the fact that A" is an A-transform of the measure
[Eg+ it is easily verified that the measure A" has the property

A(F(X,, 0<s<r)=rHOR(F*X, 0<5<1)),
for every positive measurable F. In particular, the total mass of A" is determined by
b, = AT(1) = rHOAN (D),
and it will be shown below that

Q2OEH(J~(1-00))
Ty o
mim

Al() = 0. (16)
Therefore, assuming hypotheses (H2a)—(H2d) and Al(1) < oo, we can define a probability
measure on G, by A” = b;'A’. The distribution under A" of the lifetime Ty is the Dirac
distribution at r, that is, A"(Ty = r) = 1 (Rivero 2003, Lemma 7). We can now state the
main result of this section.

Proposition 5 (Itd’s description of the measure n). Assume hypotheses (H2a)-(H2d) hold
and 0 < af < 1. Then A'(1) < co. Let n be the unique normalized excursion measure such
that n(Xo+ > 0) = 0. For F € G,

ab j°° dr

nE) =i —gg ), N E N {To =D g

0

The proof of this proposition is similar to that given in Revuz and Yor (1999, Theorem
X11.4.2) for the analogous result for Brownian excursion measure.

Proof. We first show that
m [©—
n(F)= —J A(FN{Ty = r}dr, an
aa 6 Jo

with a, ¢ as defined in Theorem 3. We will deduce from this that

aZGEh(J‘(l‘aG))
mim ’

Al() =

Indeed, by the monotone class theorem it is enough to prove the assertion for sets F of the
form

F = ﬁ{X(ti) € B;},
i=1

with 0 < #; <, <...<t, and Borel sets B; C 10, oo[, i € {1, ..., n}. On the one hand,
according to Theorem 1, we have

This content downloaded from 148.235.65.253 on Wed, 03 Oct 2018 20:36:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



496 V. Rivero

n(F) = L n, (dxl)J Py (x1, dxy) - - L"P,n_,nvl(x,,_l, dx,).

On the other hand, using that ¥ N {7y < ¢,} = &, we have that the right-hand term in (17)

can be written as
m [® =7
“—"J er Atl(dxl)J K n(x1, dxp) - - J Ki, 1, (Xn=1, dxp). (18)
B] Bz B,,

Aa0 )

Recall from Theorem 1 that
A (dxy) = P, (X, € dup)pr— (0)x7® = agomy, (dx) prs, (1).

Using this identity and the expression of the transition probabilities K, ;,, we obtain that
(18) is equal to

mj drj n,l(dxl)J P,z_,.(xl,dxz)'--J Pays\Gonry dX)pr—s, ().

ta 1 2 Bn
Finally, using

S

for all x > 0, we conclude that both expressions in (17) for n(F) coincide. In particular, if
F =1-e¢"T we have that

Al(D)ym (I‘(l - ao))

1) ab

l=n(l—e D)= ;’"—J AT(1)(1 — e "ydr =
a0 Jo

The value of Al(1) in (16) is obtained by using the expression for a,¢ and we derive from
(17) that
mAl(1 ,
o) =20 [ = ) .

Qa0

and the result follows. O

Remark. A result analogous to that in Proposition 5 can be obtained for the excursion
measure n/ obtained via the jumping-in measure 7(dx) = b, ﬁx‘(”ﬁ)dx. The method is
similar and we leave the details to the interested reader.

4.2. The case k >0

In this setting we have noted that the random variable / has the same law as
Ae = fo exp {Es/a}ds, with & the unkilled Levy process and € an exponential random
variable of parameter k and independent of £. Then it is easy to prove that, under our
assumptions, the law of the random variable 4¢ has a density p with respect to Lebesgue
measure (cf. Carmona et al. 1994, Proposition 2.3). More precisely,
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 497
P(4e € df) = p(t)dt = KEE (X7 Odr, 1> 0.
Furthermore, the Markov property implies that, for any » > 0, the function

W (s, x) = E(X D epy,  x>0,5=0,
is excessive for the space-time Markov process ((¢, X’ t}), t = 0). Therefore we can simply
repeat the arguments in the previous subsection to construct the law A’ of the excursion
process conditioned to have a length » and obtain a description of the excursion measure n
similar to that given in Proposition 5.

It was proved by Chaumont (1997, Theorem 3) that in the case where X is a stable
process with negative jumps killed at its first entrance into ]—oo, 0], the law of the
excursion process conditioned to have a given length is absolutely continuous with respect
to the law of the stable meander process. An analogous result still holds in our setting. To
give a precise statement, we next recall the definition of the law of the meander process.
For any r > 0, the probability measure M” defined over D*([0, r]) by

M'():=n(-ok,, To > r)/n(Ty > r),

with &, the killing operator at time » > 0, is called the law of the meander process. This
corresponds to the law of the process (Xg,+5, 0 < s < ¢ — g,) conditioned by ¢ — g, = r for
some ¢ > r and g, the last hitting time of 0 before ¢, g, = sup{s < #: X, = 0} (Getoor
1979).

We can now state the following corollary which is the analogue of (Chaumont 1997,
Theorem 3).

Corollary 2. For any r > 0, t < r and F € G,, we have that

rk “1/a
A'(F)=—M'(F, X7V,

Proof. On the one hand, by the very definition of the law of the meander and Theorem 1, we
have that

rr(1 — ab)

a,

M'(F) = 5. (F, X;°).

On the other hand, by the construction of A” in Proposition 4.1 and the Markov property, we
have that

A'(F) = (b)) 'ES, (F, K" (1, Y) = (b)) "By, (F, X; /90,

Finally, in this case the normalizing constant b, is given by b, = r~17%%h, with
by := a?0E(J~1-99) /mik. The result follows by identifying the constants. O
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498 V. Rivero
5. Duality

In this section we will construct a self-similar Markov process which is in weak duality
with the process X and whose excursion measure is the image under time reversal of n. To
this end, we first introduce some notation. R
Let &% be a Lévy process with law P* and &t its dual, that is, Eh —&%. Denote by P#
and E! the probability and expectation for &f. . The process & 1 drifts to —oo since Sh drlfts to
. Let ((F"h,x > 0) be the law on D* of the a-self-similar process X' = (X, t=0)
assoc1ated by Lamperti’s transformation with the Lévy process with law P!. The process X!
has a lifetime Tp = inf{s > 0: X' = 0} which is finite Pb-as for all x = 0. Denote by
(PE, t=0) and (¥, g > 0) the semigroup and resolvent of the minimal process for X':

Pife) = PU(f(X), t<Ty), =0,

and
Vi) = j e P f(x)d, ¢>0.

By the duality relation (14), the resolvents VEI and 1751 are in weak duality with respect to the
measure v(dx) = x(!~%/%dx, x > 0. Furthermore, it follows that the resolvents ¥, and V“ are
in weak duality with respect to the measure Qy(dx) = x('~2-20/2dx x > 0.

In the following lemma we construct a candidate for the process dual to X.

Lemma 6. Assume hypotheses (H2) and suppose that 0 < a6 < 1.

(1) Let k =0. Assume
(H2e) E(&)) < oo, with a~ —( a)Vvo.
Then the minimal process (X ", 7o) admits a unique extension (Z,, t=0), which
leaves 0 continuously a.s. Its resolvent is given by

U, f(0) = y‘”] SOEEP N0y, Upf ) = P10+ Eie ™) U, £(0),
for x>0 with 94,6 = (@EI~0~*NI(1 — ab)/m)~".

(i) Let k > 0. The process (X", To) admits a self-similar recurrent extension Zg =
(Zo,1, t = 0) which leaves 0 by a jump according to the jumping-in measure

no(dx) = baox 1 ™0dx, x>0,
with bag = 0/T(1 — aB)E}(J%). The resolvent of Zy is given by

Ut = baog™ |y ORIOMY Unf () = P49 + B RS O)

Jor x> 0.

Proof. (i) According to Theorem 1, all that we have to do is to verify that é satisfies
hypotheses (H2a)—(H2c). Indeed, that (H2b) holds follows from

This content downloaded from 148.235.65.253 on Wed, 03 Oct 2018 20:36:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 499

Eie%) = B (e %) = E(e%1e%) = 1,
and it is verified in same way that (H2c) holds,
Ef(ETe™) = E'(—&)'e ™) = E(§)) < co.

The results in Section 3 can be applied to the minimal process (X, T 0) to ensure that there
exists a unique normalized excursion measure i compatible with the semigroup (PE, t=0).
The entrance law associated with f admits the representation

i f = (dap) B (f(X0)X0),  5>0,

where d49 = aE(I~(~*N[(1 — af)/m, for f continuous and bounded. Tg see this it should
be verified that the measure P!* obtained by A-transformation of the law P% by means of the
function A(x) = e is P. To this end, it suffices to prove that both probability measures have
the same one-dimensional marginals. Indeed,

PE(F(E,) = PA(f(E:)e®) = P(f(=En)e %) = P(F(=E,) = B(F(E,),

for every bounded continuous f. Then the a-self-similar Markov process associated with the
Lévy process with law Pt is equivalent to that associated to the Lévy process with law P.
Note that the law of J under P is the same as that of / under P.

(ii) According to Proposition 1, all that we have to verify in order _to prove the claimed
result is that ﬁ(!ae) < oo. Indeed, owing to (H2c) we have that —E!(&)) = m" € ]0, oo[
and by the identity (2.7) that ﬁ([ "/)\: mb/a < oo (observe that I under P is equal to J
under P%). Therefore, we have that E}(/%°~!) < co. The claim follows using the identity

EN(I%P) = 5@ ENI%Y,  for0<B<6, (19)

with !: [0, 6] — R defined by
Eie) =e¥'®  0<is<6.

The identity (19) is analogous to that in (7) and is proved as in Bertoin and Yor (2002b,
Proposition 2). Note that 9%(1) = y(6 — A), for every 0 < 1 < 6. O

Because of the weak duality relation between the resolvents V, and V' it is natural to
ask if this property is inherited by the resolvents U, and U (or qu) That is the content of
the following result.

We assume throughout this section that the hypothesis (H2) are satisfied and, if
k=0, that E(§]) < co.

Lemma 7. If k = 0, for any q > 0 the resolvents U, and Uq are in weak duality with respect
to the measure Qn(dx) = x1-a=ab)/agqy x > 0. If k > 0, the same result holds true with U,
instead of U,
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500 V. Rivero

Proof. We first treat the case k = 0. Using the expression for the resolvents U, and U, of X
and Z respectively, obtained in Theorem 2 and Lemma 6 (i) respectively, it is straightforward
that, for any f, g : R* — R", we have

L Ow(@dy) g U f(y) = . Ou@V) gV f(¥) + Uy fi (O)J0 On(dy)g(ME,(e™77)

P

= |, a@nroien + Uqf(O)L Ou(d)2(VEE"))

=, Ou(d)f (M V' g(y)

Qg om

+ U,g(0) L QOn(dx) f(Eie4"7)

ag om'

- L 0V (U, 80,

where the last equality follows from the fact that the constants y, ¢ and 9,4 are equal. To see
this, recall that E(/~(1-%9) = E&(J~(1-99) a5 remarked after Proposition 3.

The case k > 0 follows the same lines but uses the following identity. For every ¢ > 0
and f : R* — R* measurable,

00

00
buo| T OVESONY = Cuso| AN (™
with Cg e = (@EHJ 071 — aB))™' = by /K, and by as in Lemma 6. The preceding
identity is an easy consequence of the fact that the random variable A4, has density
p(f) = k[Et}(Y,_(l/ a)—O) for £ > 0 and that under P, the random variable T; has the same law
as y'/% 4. O

Some results on time reversal can be derived from the preceding facts. To give a precise
statement we introduce some notation. Let @ denote the operator of time reversal at time
Ty, that is

X(To_,)—(w), fO0<st<Ty<oo,
(eX(w))(1) = ,
0, otherwise,
and let gon denote the image under time reversal at time 7 of n. Recall that L is a return
time if
Lof,=(L-1%, a.s. forall = 0.

The first part of the following result is an extension for self-similar processes of the
celebrated result on time reversal of Williams (1974): a three-dimensional Bessel process
starting from 0 and reversed at its last exit time from x > 0 is identical in law to a Brownian
motion killed at its first hitting time of 0. In the second part we determine gn.
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 501

Proposition 6. (i) If L is a finite return time then under E! o+ the reversed process
(X(1-9-, 0 =<t < L) is Markovian and has semigroup (P,, t=0).

(ii) k =0, we have that on =, with & the It6 excursion measure of Z.

(iii) If k > 0, we have that

00
on) = bu | dra IHOBLC)
0
In particular, n(X1,_ € dx) = bgex~19dx, x > 0, and on(-|Xr,_ = x) = Pi().

Proof. (i) The potential of the measure [Eg+ is determined by
00 00
ES. (J dsf(Xs)) = aa,oj dsny(fh*)
0 0

= aa,BJf ey,

w1th the notatlon of Sections 2.3 and 3. Because of the weak duality between the resolvents
V/1 and Vi with respect to the measure y(!~®/%dy, y > 0, the statement in (i) is a direct
consequence of a result of Nagasawa (1964) on time reversal. A general version of
Nagasawa’s result can be found in Dellacherie et al. (1992, Section XVIIL46).

(ii) Since n(Xo; > 0, X7, > 0) = 0, the excursion of X from 0 starts and ends at 0,
(Getoor and Sharpe 1982, Section 9). This and the weak duality in Lemma 7 enable us to
use a result due to Mitro (1984, Section 4) to deduce that on = n.

(iil) We first note that an application of Lemma 3 proves that the entrance laws

(ng(dy), s > 0) and (N"f bagj dx x~ O PE£(x), >0>
for the semigroups (P, ¢ = 0) and (PE, s = 0) respectively, have the same potential
J dsn,f = caaej fext/e1"0dx = J dsN?f,
0

with Cgap = (m“aa,g)"'. This enables us to use a result on time reversal of Kusnetzov
measures established in Dellacherie et al. 1992 (Section XIX.33) to verify the claimed
result. 0

Remark. A consequence of Lemma 6 and Getoor and Sharpe (1981, Theorem 4.8) is that the
process obtained by time-reversing one by one the excursions of X starting at 0 has the same
law as Z (Zy) started at 0. Furthermore, it follows from Proposition 6 that the process Z (Zy)
has the same law as that constructed using Ito’s programme and the Poisson point process
= (0A;, s = 0) which is the image under @ of the Poisson point process of excursions of
A= (A5, s=0)
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6. Examples

Example 2 Self-similar diffusions. Here we consider the case where the Lévy process is a
Brownian motion with negative drift. Let (§; = B, — ut, t = 0) with (B,, ¢t = 0) a Brownian
motion and &, 4 > 0. Hypotheses (H2) are satisfied with 6 = 2u/¢? and under P* the law of
&Y is that of eB, + ut. Then the a-self-similar Markov process X associated with £ has
continuous paths and has an infinitesimal generator of the form

Lfx) = (/2 —wx""o f'(x) + €2 /270" (), x>0

Then for a > 0 we have that 0 < af < 1 if and only if 0 < u < £2/2a. This corresponds to
the case when the point 0 is a regular boundary point for the self-similar diffusion associated
with the infinitesimal generator L just described; in the case 1 < af, or equivalently
€2/2a < pu, 0 is an exit boundary point. See Lamperti (1972, Theorem 5.1) and Vuolle-
Apiala (1994, Theorem 3.1) for a related discussion. If 0 < u < £2/2a holds, the process X
admits a unique extension that is continuous and is characterized by Theorem 2. Furthermore,
using the fact that the law of J under E! is that of 2a? /(€% Z4p), with Z,p a random variable
of law gamma with parameter a6, (Dufresne 1990), we deduce that the entrance law in
Theorem 1 has a density

n,(dy) _ Caps 21001 21-aB) a1 g Vag-ly y>0
dy ,a)s s

with respect to Lebesgue measure, with

0
_ (-—aba [e\* _2d?
Cad = (1 — af)u? \2a2 and  de = g2’

Example 3 Reflected stable processes. Let Y be a stable process of parameter a € ]0, 2[ and
(P,, x = 0) its law. Assume that |Y| is not a subordinator. Define p = P(¥; > 0) and

Y; — info<s<, Y, if t= T]—oo,O]
X, = .
Yt lf t < T’]—OO,Oly

with Tj_ 0 the first hitting time of ] — oo, 0] by Y. Then p € ]0, 1[ and 0 is a regular
recurrent state for X' — we refer to Bertoin (1996, Section VIII) and Chaumont (1997) for
background on stable processes and its excursion theory. We denote by (X, Ty) the process
X' killed at T)_«); this process is 1/a-self-similar. Let & be the Lévy process associated
with (X, Tp) via Lamperti’s transformation — see Caballero and Chaumont (2004) for a
precise description of &. Observe that in the case where Y has negative jumps £ is a Lévy
process killed at an exponential time, while in the case where Y has no negative jumps & has
infinite lifetime and drifts to —oco. We claim that hypotheses (H2) are satisfied for
6 = a(l — p). This can be verified either by doing the calculations using the results in
Caballero and Chaumont (2004) or by the following arguments.

It is known that the function A(x) = x®1=?) x> 0 is, up to a multiplicative constant, the
only invariant function for the semigroup of the process (X, 7). Then Cramér’s condition
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Recurrent extensions of self-similar Markov processes 503

(H2b) for & is satisfied with 6 = a(1 — p). A consequence of this fact and Mejane (2002,
Proposition 3.1) is that the Lévy exponential functional I = [[° exp{a&,}ds has finite
moments

E(I?%) < 00 for every 0 < 8 < a(1 — p).

The excursion measure for X' away from 0, say n, is an excursion measure compatible with
the minimal process (X, Ty) such that its entrance law satisfies (iii) in Lemma 2 with
y=1-p, and n(Xo4+ > 0) =0 — see Chaumont (1997) and the reference therein. Thus
E(I™") < oo, by Lemma 3. Therefore, it is easily verified by repeating the arguments in the
proof of Proposition 4 that condition (H2c) is satisfied.

The excursion measure n defined in Theorem 1 is equal to n and the recurrent extension
X in Theorem 2 associated with n is equivalent to X'. Finally, it can be shown that the
process dual of X constructed in Section 5 has the same law as the process —Y conditioned
to stay positive and reflected at its future infimum. We omit the details.

Example 4 Let £ be a non-arithmetic Lévy process with no positive jumps such that £ drifts
to —oco. We assume that £ is neither the negative of a subordinator nor a deterministic drift.
The case of the negative of a subordinator was discussed in Example 1 and the case of a
deterministic drift can be treated in the same way. From the theory of Lévy processes with no
positive jumps we know that E(e*') < 0o, for all 1> 0. Then the convex function
P(A) : Rt - R defined by E(e*') =e¥® is such that y(0) =0, and lim;_,, (1) = cc.
Since £ drifts to —oo there exists a unique 6 > 0 such that ¥(6) = 0. It follows that &
satisfies (H2). Let 0 < a <1/6, and let (X, Tp) be the a-self-similar minimal process
associated with £&. Owing to the absence of positive jumps, we have that X7, . = z whenever
Tizof < To, With T, f = inf{t > 0: X; = z}. The excursion measure n compatible with the
process (X, Ty) defined in Theorem 1 has the property that under the probability measure on

D*, n|(Te0 < To), the processes (X,, t< T and (Xryp t<To— T[z oo[) are
independent. The law of the former is [EO . killed at Tp, o and of the latter is that of
(X, To) started at z. Here n|(T;000 < To) means n(A4 N {Tjzo0f < To})/M({ Tjz00r < To}) for
A € G This cla1m is easily verified using the fact that the measure n is a multiple of the #—
transform of [Eo+ via the excessive function 4#*(x) = x~?, x > 0. Moreover, the law of the
Lévy exponential functional I = [j° exp {&;/a}ds, associated with & is self-decomposable
and as a consequence the law of / has a continuous density (Rivero 2003, Proposition 4).
Therefore, to apply the results in Sections 4 & 5, the only hypothesis that should be made on
£ is that E(&)) > —o0.

Appendix: On dual extensions

This section is motivated by Section 5, where we proved that given two minimal processes
X and X which are self-similar and in weak duality, there exist Markov processes X and Z
extending (X, Tp) and (X, Ty) respectively, which are still in weak duality. The purpose of
this section is to give a generalization of this fact under the hypotheses of Blumenthal. The
result given here is of independent interest, and to make the section self-contained we next
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504 V. Rivero

introduce some notation. Let (Y,, ¢ = 0) and (¥,, ¢ = 0) be Markov processes having 0 as a
trap. Denote by P, E, (P, E) the probability and expectation for ¥ (¥), and by T, (7o) the
first hitting time of 0 for Y (f’), that is, Top= inf{t>0:Y, =0}. Assume
P.(To < 00) = Px(Ty < 00) =1 for any x > 0. Let Q(,), w (Q(,), Wg) denote the semigroup
and A-resolvent for Y (Y) killed at 0. For A > 0, define the functions ¢;, $; : R™ — [0, 1],
by

020 = Ex(e™™), 920 =Ex(e™™), x>0,
The main assumptions of this section are as follows:

(H3a) Y, ¥, both satisfy the basic hypotheses in Blumenthal (1983).

(H3b) The resolvents Wf{ and Wg are in weak duality with respect to a o-finite measure
QO(dx) on ]0, oof.

(H3c) We have

10,00[

J O(dx)@;(x) < oo, J O(dx)@;(x) < oo, for all A > 0.
10,00[

Theorem 3. Assume hypotheses (H3). Then there exist excursion measures m and ¥
compatible with the semigroups (Q?, t=0) and (Q(,), t = 0), respectively. The Laplace
transforms of the entrance laws (mg, s > 0) and (i, s > 0) associated with m and 7,
respectively, are determined by

[ mapas - jmm[Q(dx)ﬂx)@(x); J:oe‘“rhsfds -

0 10,00

[Q(dx)f (X)@a(x),

for >0, and f continuous and bounded. Furthermore, associated wtih these excursion
measures there exist Markov processes Y* and Y* which are extensions for Y and Y
respectively and which are still in weak duality with respect to the measure Q(dx).

The proof of this theorem will be given via three lemmas. The first ensures the existence
of the excursion measures.

Lemma 8. The family of finite measures M, f = I]O, ool O(dx) f (x)@(x), A > 0, is such that the
following hold:

(i) limy_,ooM;1 =0,
(ii) For u, A >0, u # 4,

(=MW, f = Myf — M,f,
for f continuous and bounded.

Proof. That M; — 0 as A — oo follows from the monotone convergence theorem. Using the
weak duality for the resolvents W9 and W9, we obtain
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MW S = L O £ ()2()

0,00[

- LO @S Wpi(o)

The result is then obtained from the elementary identity

. E (e *T — e#T0)
0 A By

a

From Lemma 8 and Getoor and Sharpe (1973, Theorem 6.9), there exists a unique
entrance law (m;, t > 0), for the semigroup (Q;, t = 0), such that, for each 1 > 0,

Mif = j e Hm,f dt,
0

for f measurable and bounded, and

1
J m;1dt < oo.
0

According to Blumenthal (1983), for an entrance law (m;, s > 0) there exists a unique
excursion measure m having this entrance law. The same method ensures the existence of
an excursion measure m and an entrance law (m;, ¢t > 0) for the semigroup (Q,, t=0).

Using the results in Blumenthal (1983), we obtain that associated with the excursion
measure m (/) there exists a unique Markov process Y™ (Y* extending Y (Y) and the A-
resolvent of Y* is determined by

M;f
AM;1°
for f measurable and bounded; the A-resolvent for Y*, say W), is defined in a similar way. To

establish weak duality with respect to the o-finite measure Q(dx) for the resolvents #; and
W, we will need the following technical result.

Wif(0) =

Wif () = W) + o200/ (0), x>0,

Lemma 9. For every 1 > 0, we have that AM;1 = AM;]1.

Proof. Since m;l is a decreasing function of s and jol mglds < oo, we have that
00 (o o]
uM,1 = th e “'m,1dt = lim m,l +J (1 — e *Hu(dy),
0

§—00 0

where v(df) = —dm,1. Analogously,
w1 = ,uJ e “'m,1dt = lim il +J (1 — e *Hi(de).
0 $— 0

Therefore, to establish the lemma we will prove that, for 1 > 0,
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506 V. Rivero

J (1= e s = Jw(l — e7*)(ds), (20)
0 0

and

lim m; =0 = lim 7.
§—00 §—00

To this end we will use the following elementary identities: for A, u > 0,

A - wWMp, =AMl — uM,1
and

A~ WMp, =AM — uM 1.
Next, since

M= 09090, = i,

we have

AMi1 — uM,1 = AM;1 — ub,1.
Letting 4 — 0, we obtain that

AM;1 — lim m,1 = AM;1 — lim #n,l.

§—00 §—00

This proves the equality (20). To prove that lim;_,,m;1 = 0, we use the fact that m is the
excursion measure associated to the entrance law (m;, s > 0). Indeed,

m(1 — e 2Ty = AM;1 = lim m,1 + J (1 — e *y(dd).
§—00 0

Letting 4 — 0, in this equation we obtain, thanks to the monotone convergence theorem, that
limg_,oom;1 = 0. In the same way it is proved that lim,_,. 7,1 = 0. O

Finally, the following lemma establishes weak duality for the resolvents W; and W),.

Lemma 10. For every A > 0 and every measurable function f, g : [0, co[— R*, we have

J OIS () =J 0(dY)f )W 2(9).
10,00[ 10,00[

The proof of this lemma is a straightforward consequence of Lemma 9 and the
construction of W; and W;; see the proof of Lemma 7.
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Remarks.

1. Observe that

00 00
lim | dse ®mf =
A—-0 0 0

dsmf = j}o 2SO

By the weak duality relation in Lemma 10 we have that O(dy) is invariant for the
semigroup of Y* and since 0 is a recurrent state for Y™ then Q(dy) is in fact the
unique (up to a multiplicative constant) excessive measure for this semigroup,
(Dellacherie et al. 1992, XIX.46).

2. We have not considered here the possibility of a stickiness parameter in the
construction of the processes Y* and ¥*; that is, constructing Y* and ¥* via the
subordinators

or=di+Y To(A), Ge=dr+y ToA), >0,

st s<t

for some d, d > 0 — see Section 2.1 or l§lumenthal (1992, Section 5) for an account.
In such a case, the A-resolvent for Y* (¥*) at 0 is given by

df(0) + M;f
Ad+AM;1°

df(0)+ M, f

Wif(0) = Wif(0) = YIS A

for f continuous and bounded and, if d = d then the resolvents W; and W, are still in
weak duality but this time with respect to the measure Q¢(dx) = ddy(dx) + Q(dx).

3. Assume, moreover, that for every x >0, 13x(T o € df) is absolutely continuous with
respect to Lebesgue measure, having a density

P«(To € di)

a(x, t) = dt s

x, t >0,

which is jointly Borel measurable. Then, for 4 > 0,

J dse ™ m,f = J
0 ]

(e ]

0(dn)ip(0)f () = J

0

dse"“J]O QAdatz, )70,

0,00[

for f continuous and bounded. The second equality is a consequence of Fubini’s
theorem. By inverting the Laplace transform we obtain that, for s > 0,

mef = J O(d)a(x, $)f ().

10,00[
A similar result was obtained in (Getoor 1979, Proposition 10.10) in a different

setting.
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